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York, North Yorkshire & East Riding Local Enterprise Partnership (The LEP) 
Date of meeting 30 October 2015 

GCHQ Scarborough 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
 
PRESENT 
Barry Dodd  Chairman 
David Kerfoot  The Kerfoot Group Ltd 
Nigel Pulling  Yorkshire Agricultural Society 
Colin Mellors Higher Education 
Jane Lady Gibson Make it York 
David Dickson David Dickson Ltd 
Cllr Carl Les North Yorkshire County Council 
Cllr Jane Evison East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
Cllr Derek Bastiman Scarborough Borough Council 
Cllr Richard Cooper Harrogate District Council 
Cllr Stuart Rawlings City of York Council     
   
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
James Farrar Chief Operating Officer 
Sarah Barkey The LEP 
Julian Rudd The LEP 
Adrian Green The LEP 
Peter Campey BIS 
Sarah Church DEFRA 
 
APOLOGIES 
Dr Ruth Smith  PM Management Consultants 
Peter Emery Drax Power 
Keon Lamberts University of York 
Cllr Stephen Parnaby East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
Cllr Mark Robson Hambleton District Council 
Cllr Chris Steward          City of York Council  
Richard Flinton  North Yorkshire County Council 
 
 
Welcome from- Simon Cook the Station Manager welcomed the board to GCHQ and 
explained that this GCHQ site was the oldest signals collection site in the world and had 
celebrated its centenary last year. BD thanked Simon for his introduction and the board did a 
quick round table introduction. 
 
 
1. Minutes of last meeting: the minutes were agreed. 
 
 
2. The apologies were noted: BD commented that KL was not able to attend due to a film 
and theatre commitment at the University of York with Chinese Investors. 
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3. Matters arising/ LEP Board Outstanding Actions Log: The actions log was covered. 
 
 
4. Chairman’s Update: BD told the board that he had received a thank you letter from Sirius 
Minerals for all of the help the LEP had given them for their planning application.  
 
Following the now grave situation on Teesside, BD is planning to write to Chris Fraser (Sirius 
Minerals) asking if any of their investment can be brought forward. BD has also spoken to 
the major banks to see if the supply chain businesses to the Redcar steel works can have an 
interest moratorium. BD said we have a good working relationship with the Tees Valley LEP 
and this maybe the opportunity to help with business plans for the supply chain businesses.  
The government is going to make £80m available for re-training.  
 
The board has been asked if they would like to go to visit the Screen Yorkshire studios at 
Church Fenton. SB had enquired about Screen Yorkshire hosting a 2016 board meeting, but 
due to the nature of the venue there was no guarantee that a suitable room would be 
available. 
 
This led on to a discussion on how the board could help the film and television industry in 
our area. This would include the supply chain and post production. This could be an 
opportunity for the SEP refresh. CM explained that this would be a good opportunity to look 
at working with the LCR region and maybe even Media City Salford, pointing out that the 
LCR had good links to post production. DD has visited the Church Fenton site and had been 
very impressed.  
Actions: JF and JG to bring a paper to the board. Also any board members want to 
visit to let JF or SB know.  
 
 
5. Growing places: AG talked through his paper and updated the board that the Sand 
Hutton sale is scheduled for early 2016 which means that we should have a repayment in of 
£2.7m in spring 2017. AG said that he was looking at a new scheme to help with 
reinvestments with developers. This would be a joint venture between LA and developers. 
BD did say that not to put too much work into this as this might not be what the board needs. 
AG is looking to work up a £25m rolling fund for investment, and how to run a legacy fund 
and the resources needed. It was noted that the Infrastructure Board are looking at pipeline 
projects for when money is available. 
Recommendation: The board has noted the contents of the paper. 
Action: AG to bring a paper back to the board on the Growing Places Fund. 
 
 
6. Local Growth Fund Update: JR talked through the LGF update. PC explained LGF is at 
the mercy of the spending review. The board briefly discussed pipeline projects which could 
include York Central, Growth town plans and North Bank. The outstanding three projects 
that haven’t got signed funding agreements are being monitored on a monthly basis but are 
expected to progress. 
Recommendation: The board noted the progress with the Growth Deal projects and 
agreed the proposed programmes as set out in para 8.0. 
 
7. Devolution: A discussion was held around devolution and progress in the region. The 

preferred geography of York, North Yorkshire & East Riding Local Authorities is Greater 

Yorkshire, however West Yorkshire Authorities remain committed to Leeds City Region. 

Discussions continue with government to create a solution. In the interim, a York, North 

Yorkshire & East Riding proposal continues to be developed to ensure that we are able to 

progress should that geography be agreed. 
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 Recommendation  
 
 
8. Performance Report: JF talked through the paper and explained that there were issues 
with the new website, there are meetings in progress to rectify this. JF explained that the 
Pop up Cafes were doing very well. There will be a Business Support paper brought to the 
December Board meeting. It was noted that the EU funding had been recalibrated due to the 
updated exchange rate. The Jeremie fund has its next meeting in the middle of November.  
Recommendation: The board noted the recommendation. 

Actions:  Business Support paper to be brought to the December Board meeting. 

 
 
9. AOB- None 
 
10. Talk and presentation on the site from Simon Cook. 
 
 
The next meeting is at FERA Sand Hutton on 11 December 2015. 
The meeting closed at 12.06 pm. 
 


